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BOROUGH  OF  BEXHILL 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman  : 

Mr.  Councillor  G.  H.  Goodwin. 
Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  Mrs.  J.  O.  Alexander. 


His  Worship  the  Major 
{Mt.  Ald^Tman  W,  H.  Hughes,  J.P.) 

Mr.  Councillor  G.  H.  Andrews. 

,,  A.  Ashby,  J.P. 

,,  R.  F.  Rotting. 

Councillor  Miss  A.  F.  Claxton. 

Mr.  Councillor  G.  B.  Coghlan. 

,,  H.  G.  Grimsditch,  J.P. 

STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

R.  J.  Toleman,  M.B.E.,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  H.  Ball,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 

Second  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

C.  E.  Lockley,  M.R.S.I.,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

Disinfecting  Officer  and  General  Assistant  : 

A.  T.  Smith. 

Rodent  Officer  : 

J.  L.  Harris. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

Bexhill  Nursing  Association  and  East  Sussex  County  Council  : 

M.  & C.W.  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics — L.  M.  Rhodes-Clooney, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. 
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Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses  : 

Bexhill  Nursing  Association  and  East  Sussex  County  Council  : 

F.  G.  Carey,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.  (appointed  April,  1948). 

P.  P.  Barber,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.C.N.,  H.V.  (left  April,  1948). 
S.  Smith,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (relief  for  one  month). 

G.  H.  Williams,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (left  September,  1948). 

C.  K.  M.  Tasker,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  R.F.N. 

D.  A.  Coxwell,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

M.  L.  Clark,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (appointed  13th  April,  1949) 

S.  Brogan,  S.R.N.  (loth  Feb. — 17th  April,  1948) 

Mrs.  Yeoman,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  (left  April  1948. 

T uberculosts  : 

East  Sussex  County  Council : 

R.  Dingley,  M.A.,  M.D. 

Venereal  Diseases  : 

East  Sussex  County  Council : 

J.  E.  Schneider-Green,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  B.S.(Lond.). 

Clerks  : 

J.  B.  Roodhouse. 

K.  F.  Westwood. 

Miss  N.  McEvoy  (Appointed  November,  1948). 
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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  BEXHILL 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1948, 
which  is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  3/49  of  the  I7tb  January,  1949. 

Staff 

There  were  no  great  changes  among  the  staff  of  the  Department 
with  the  exception  of  my  assuming  the  appointment  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  with  effect  from  12th  April,  I94f. 

The  General  Standard  of  Health 

The  general  standard  of  health  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  can 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  There  were  no  major  epidemics  and  the 
number  of  notified  infectious  diseases  fell  from  467  to  333,  mainly  due 
to  the  marked  diminuation  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles. 

Vital  Statistics 

Birth  Rate 

There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  live  births,  viz., 
from  388  to  314  while  the  rate  fell  from  16.2  to  12.1  per  1,000. 

Death  Rate 

The  death  rate  was  13.9  per  1,000  estimated  population  as  com- 
pared with  16.8  per  1,000  in  1947. 

Population 

An  increase  from  23,890  to  25,820  indicates  that  the  figure  30,000 
may  be  reached  within  the  next  two  or  three  years  and  presents  an 
ever  increasing  problem  of  accommodation. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  one  from  Whooping  Cough, 
and  none  from  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  ; in  fact  for  the  second  year 
in  succession  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Borough,  a suffi- 
cient tribute  to  the  value  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  the  high 
percentage  immunised. 

Infantile  Mortality 

This  shows  an  increase  from  23.1  in  1947  to  28.6  in  1948,  and 
although  the  number  of  infant  deaths  under  one  year  differed  but 
slightly,  the  rate  increase  was  due  to  the  decreased  number  of  births. 

Poliomyelitis 

It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  there  were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis 
(Infantile  Paralysis)  during  the  year. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances 

Details  of  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  will  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  but  brief  reference  must  be  made  to 
the  Cesspool  problem  which  was  the  subject  of  a comprehensive  report 
and  survey  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  which  showed  a 
disturbing  state  of  affairs  that  must  have  been  in  existence  for  a con- 
siderable time.  The  existence  of  leaking  cesspools  throughout  certain 
areas  in  the  Borough  has  been  conducive  of  much  smell  nuisance  and 
water-course  pollution,  and  the  Public  Health  Department  cannot  feel 
satisfied  until  these  have  been  put  in  good  working  order  or  replaced 
by  main  drainage. 

Housing 

This  still  presents  a great  problem  with  many  families  living  in 
overcrowded  dwellings  and  in  basements,  the  latter  being  far  from  ideal 
with  dampness  and  lack  of  sunlight.  Unfortunately,  it  is  a widespread 
national  problem  and  it  will  be  some  years  yet  before  it  is  remedied. 

National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 

It  is  as  yet  too  early  to  appreciate  the  full  effect  on  the  public 
health  of  the  new  Act  which  came  into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948. 
As  far  as  the  Borough  is  concerned,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
acting  as  agent  for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Ambulance  Services,  and  in  addition  the  organisation  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  Services  have 
also  been  delegated  to  him.  ^ ■ -■ 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  is  carried  out  by  General 
Practitioners  on  request, 

A regular  monthly  vaccination  clinic  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  each  month  at  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  Clinic,  London  Road, 
Bexhill,  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  attends.  It  was  thought 
desirable  to  establish  a regular  monthly  session  for  the  public  generally, 
and  so  to  a certain  extent  relieve  the  work  in  doctors’  surgeries. 

It  is  felt  by  many  in  the  profession  that  until  health  centres  are 
established,  and  this  is  not  likely  to  occur  in  the  near  future,  the  public 
will  not  derive  full  benefit  or  appreciate  the  ideals  of  the  new  Act,  and 
neither  will  doctors  be  lelieved  of  overcrowded  surgeries,  or  of  much 
form  filling  while  their  familes  will  continue  to  act  as  message  receivers 
and  receptionists,  and  to  this  extent  at  least  the  legislation  seems  some- 
what premature. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  under  the  able  Chairmanship  of 
Omncillor  Goodwin,  for  their  continued  help  and  encouragement,  the 
staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  especially  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  Chief  Clerk,  for  their  continued  loyalty  and  efforts, 
during  the  year,  and  the  Town  Cleik  and  other  Chief  Officials  for  their 
most  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation  on  all  occasions. 

R.  J.  TOLEMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1949. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area 

Population  . . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Number  of  inhabited  flats 
Rateable  value  at  the  end  of  1948 
General  Rate 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


8,015  acres 
25,820 
6,361 

1,305 

£371,892 
i6s.  in  I 
..  £1,481 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  remarks  made  in  previous  years  in  connection  with  the  Natural 
and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Borough  are  applicable  to  the  year  1948, 

METEOROLOGY 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  J.  Sargent,  the  Borough  Meteorologist 
for  the  following  report  for  1948  : 

Meteorological  observations  at  Bexhill  were  carried  on  throughout 
the  year  1948  ; daily  telegraphic  reports  and  monthly  returns  were 
transmitted  to  the  Meteorological  Office,  Air  Ministry,  and  information 
was  supplied  to  the  Press,  to  local  municipal  departments,  and  to 
various  inquirers. 

The  Station  was  visited  by  a representative  of  the  Meteorological 
Office  in  June.  The  various  instruments  were  tested  with  the  official 
standards  and  a certificate  of  approval  was  issued. 

The  total  duration  of  bright  sunshine  for  the  year  was  1795.9 
hours,  and  the  rainfall  was  23.43  inches.  January  was  the  wettest 
month  of  the  year  with  a total,  fall  of  3.93  inches  ; August  was  a wet 
month,  with  a fall  of  3.43  inches.  The  wettest  day  was  September  12th 
with  a fall  of  i.io  inches  during  the  24  houis  commencing  at  9.0  a.m. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  51.6°  F.  A maximum 
temperature  of  87°  F.  was  attianed  on  28th  July.  The  coldest  days 
were  20th  and  21st  January,  each  with  a minimum  temperature  of  20°  F. 


The  full  records  of  daily  observations  of  air-pressure,  temperatures, 
humidity,  sunshine,  precipitation,  clouds,  visibility  and  wind  with 
notes  on  the  general  weather  conditions  throughout  the  year  are  avail- 
able for  reference. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

Males  Females  Total 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  141  146  287 

Illegitimate  13  14  27 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  popula- 
tion ...  — _ 12.1 

Stillbirths  : Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 2 6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  — — ^ 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  — — .23 

Deaths  • ...  155  204  359 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident 
population  — — 13.9 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  — — i 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 4 8 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i — i 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  — — 28.6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  — — 61 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  — — Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  — — i 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  — — 2 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  (all  ages)  ....  — — Nil 
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TABLE  1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


All  Causes 

Male 

155 

Female 

204 

I. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 





2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

3- 

Scarlet  Fever 

— . 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  ...  . . ...  ...... 

I 

— 

5- 

Diphtheria  ’ 

— ■ 

— ■ 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7 

5 

7- 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

I 

I 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . 

— 

I 

9. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles 

— 

II. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis 

— . 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

; 

— 

13- 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M.),  Uterus  (F.) 

I 

3 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

2 

15- 

Cancer  of  Breast 

13 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

17 

■ 20 

17. 

Diabetes 

I 

2 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  . . . . . . • 

13 

36 

19. 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . 

58 

77 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

6 

7 • 

21. 

Bronchitis 

10 

3 

22. 

Pneumonia  . . 

6 

4 

23- 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . . . li  . 

■ 2 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . . . ... 

I 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea 

I 

I 

26. 

Appendicitis  . . . . 

— 

. — 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . 

2 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  . . . . 

6 

6 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

— ■ 

I 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

31- 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . , . . . . 

— 

I 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Tnjuiies,  Infant  Diseases 

i'  2 

. — 

33- 

Suicide 

2 

I 

34- 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

— 

— 

35- 

Other  Violent.  Causes  ... 

3 

3 

36. 

All  Other  Causes 

10 

10 

10 


TABLE  2 

BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFEC- 
TIOUS DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1948 
(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


148  Smaller 

126  County 

Towns. 

England 

Boroughs  and 

(Resident 

I.ondon 

and 

Great  Towns 

Populations 

Administra- 

Wales 

including 

25,000-50,000 

tive  County 

London 

at  1931 
Census) 

*Rate: 

3 per  1,000  C 

'ivilian  Popul 

ation 

Births  ; 

Live 

17.9(a) 

20.0 

19.2 

20.1 

Still 

Deaths  ; 

0.42(a) 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

All  causes 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

10.8(a) 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  . , 

00.2 

0.02 

0.02 

O.OI 

Diphtheria  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

O.OI 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

Influenza 

o.o3 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis 

O.OI 

0.31 

O.OI 

0.00 

Pneumonia.. 

0.41 

0.38 

036 

0.54 

Notifications  (Corrected); 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

O.OI 

0.00 

O.OI 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever.  . 

O.OI 

O.OI 

O.OI 

O.OI 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

1-73 

1.90 

1.82 

3-37 

Whooping  Cough 

342 

3-51 

3-31 

313 

Diphtheria  . . 

0.08 

O.IO 

0.09 

O.IO 

JCrysipelas  . . 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

Measles 

9-34 

9-75 

8.84 

9.17 

Pneumonia 

0-73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

Acutd  I^oliomyelitis 

0.04 

00.5 

0.04 

0.04 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0 00 

0.00 

I )eaths 

1 

r 

iates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  i 

year  oi  age  . . 

ICnteritis  and  Diar- 

34(^) 

39 

32 

31 

rlK/;a  unrler  2 years 
of  age 

3 3 

4-5 

2.1 

2.4 

Kates  per 

1,000  Total  j 

Births  (Live  and  Still) 

Notifications  (Corrected): 

Puerperal  f ever  . . \ 
and  I'yrexia  . . / 

6.89 

8.90 

4.7  I 

7-34(c) 

II 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Rates  per  1,000  Total 

Rates  per  million 

(Live  and  Still)  Births 

women  aged  15-44 

140  Abortion  with  Sepsis 

O.II 

9 

1 41  Abortion  without  Sepsis  . . 

0.03 

147  Puerperal  infections 

0.13 

— 

142-146,  148-15C  Other 

maternal  causes  . . 

c-73 

(a)  Rates  per  i,ooo  total  population. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  births. 

(c)  In  London  Puerperal  fever  alone  was  o.6i. 


TABLE  3 

INFANTILE  DEATHS,  1948.  TABLE  SHOWING  CAUSES  AND  AGES 

AT  DEATH 


Cause 

Age  in 

Wee: 

ks 

Total 

under 

Age 

in  Months 

Total 

-I 

-2 

-3 

-4 

Month 

t + 

2 + 

3 + 

6 + 

Q-12 

Gastro-Enteritis  . . 







. 





2 



, 



2 

T.B.  Broncho- 
Pneumonia 

I 

I 

Acute  Pneumonia 

I 

I 

Convulsions 

— 

I 

— . 

— 

I 

— 

— . 

— 

— . 

— 

I 

Congential  Disease 
of  Heart 

I 

I 

I 

Pulmonary  Atelec- 
tasis 

I 

I 

I 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Prematurity 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

I 

TABLE  4 

INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AND  WARD 


DISTRIBUTION 


Ward 

Gastro] 

Enter- 

itis 

T.B. 

Broncho- 

P’monia 

Acute 

Pneu- 

monia 

Con- 

vuls’ns 

Cong’l 
Disease 
of  H’rt 

Pulm’y 

Atelc- 

tasis 

Br’cho 

Pnue- 

monia 

Prema- 

turity 

Total 

St.  Mark’s  . . 

I 



I 

I 





I 

I 

5 

Egerton  Park 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Central 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Old  Town 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

2 

Sackville 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

2 

Total 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

9 

12 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA 

The  personnel  of  the  Medical,  Nursing  and  Sanitary  Staff  of  the 
Borough  is  incorporated  at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  and  Pathological  Examinations  are  carried  out  on 
behalf  of  the  Authority  at  the  Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings, 
under  an  agreement  with  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

i 

Since  5th  July,  1948,  Ambulance  Services,  previously  operated 
by  the  Bexhill  Division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  became  the 
responsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  viz.  the  East  Sussex 
County  Council,  whose  scheme  includes  Bexhill. 

The  agents  of  the  Authority  are  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade 
who  provide  the  drivers  and  ^ attendants,  while  the  servicing  and 
repairs  of  the  vehicles  is  usually  done  by  a firm  of  motor  engineers.  In 
Bexhill  this  is  the  practice  and  the  stationing  of  the  vehicles  at  a public 
garage  ensures  prompt  repairs  and  attendances  to  calls,  roadworthy 
vehicles  and  regular  servicing. 

On  the  appointed  day  there  were  two  ambulances  available  and  a 
new  one  was  purchased  and  delivery  taken  in  December,  1948,  and 
these  have  proved  adequate  for  the  numerous  calls  and  long  distance 
journeys  that  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  delegated  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  duties  of  regular  inspection  of  the  vehicles 
to  see  that  they  are  roadworthy,  adequately  equipped  and  kept  in  a 
clean  and  tidy  manner,  and  in  addition  he  advises  the  staff  on  the 
legitimacy  or  otherwise  of  doubtful  calls,  especially  long-distance  ones. 

'file  ambulance  service  is  responsible  for  the  calls  in  its  area  and 
in  arldition  will  assist  the  adjacent  areas  to  deal  with  calls  if  called 
ijjion,  provided  these  calls  do  not  originate  outside  the  County  Council 
area.  In  other  words,  if  Bexhill  ambulances  take  cases  to  other  parts 
of  the  county  then  these  cases,  as  far  as  return  is  concerned,  become 
the  resjjonsibility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  of  the  area  to  which 
they  arc  taken. 
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It  is  a pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  service  has  been  most 
efficiently  run  since  the  commencement,  and  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  A.  R. 
Russell  and  his  staff  for  the  attention  to  and  housing  of  the  vehicles, 
and  to  the  Transport  Officer,  officers  and  men  of  the  Bexhill  Division 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  for  their  courtesy  and  efficiency 
on  all  occasions,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Bexhill  Ambulance  Brigade 
Committee  under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Alderman  Ashby  and  its 
hardworking  Secretary,  Mr.  G.  Mitchell,  for  ensuring  the  smooth  work- 
ing of  the  Service  and  dealing  with  domestic  problems  as  they  arise. 

The  Hospital  Car  Service  caters  for  non-emergencies  and  for  those 
cases  that  do  not  require  to  be  conveyed  on  stretchers,  etc.,  and  is 
recruited  from  private  car  owners  who  are  paid  on  a mileage  basis. 
This  Service  is  supplementary  to  but  an  integral  part  of  the  x\mbulance 
Service,  and  is  administered  from  the  Red  Cross  Headquarters  at  28 
Station  Road.  Applications  for  cars  have  to  be  supported  by  a medical 
certificate  and  48  hours  notice  is  required. 

Attached  figures  show  the  extent  to  which  the  Ambulance  Service 
has  been  utilised  from  the  appointed  day  on  5th  July,  1948,  until  31st 
December,  1948. 


TABLE  7 
GALLS 


Local 

District,  30 
Mile  Radius 

: Casualties 

Long  ' 

Distance  Total  Calls 

Mileage 

July 

4c 

13 

i 8 

8 

69 

1,129 

August  . . 

31 

16 

11 

3 

61 

944 

September 

36 

18 

8 

8 

70 

1,225 

October 

59 

5 

5 

8 

77 

1.97^ 

November 

; 49 

2 

9 

4 

64 

1,003 

December 

1 59 

I 

8 

7 

75 

1,808 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

During  1948  the  following  number  of  cases  were  attended  by  the 
District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  : 


Maternity  and  Midwifery 

123 

General  cases 

323 

visits  paid  were  : 

Maternity  and  Midwifery 

2,721 

General  Nursing 

6,511 

Casual  Visits 

1,767 

Health  Visits  

T372 

i6 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic  for  School  Children, 
London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : 

Dental  Clinic  for  School  Children, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  • 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic, 
London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill 

Ante-Natal  Clinic, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill 

Dental  Clinic  for  Mothers  and  Toddlers, 


Daily,  9 a.m. 


Every  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  at  2.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 
at  2.30  p.m. 


London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic, 
London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  ; 

Vaccination  Clinic  : 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  ■ 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 

London  Road  Clinic,  Bexhill  : 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic, 

Royal  East  Sussex  Hospital,  Hastings  : 


Every  month,  by  appointment. 

Mondays,  as  required,  2 p.m. 

First  Wednesday  in 
Month  at  2 p.m. 

Every  Monday,  3 p.m. 

By  appointment 
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TABLE  VIII 

Attendances  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Ante-Natal  and 

Dental  Clinics 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic 

Total  Attendances  : 

Toddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  933 

Infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,135 

Number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  hrst  time  during  the 
year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  hrst  attendance,  were  : 

(i)  Under  i year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  i and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  48 

Percentage  of  notihed  births  represented  by  the 

number  in  (i)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66.5 

Total  number  of  children  under  5 years  who  attended  the 
Centre  during  the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
were  : 

(i)  Under  i year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  i and  5 years  ...  ...  ...  317 

Ante -Natal  Clinic 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  ...  ...  71 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  306 

Dental  Clinic 

Number  of  attendances  by  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  215 

Number  of  attendances  by  Infants  ...  ...  ...  50 

Health  Visitors 

The  following  statement  shows  the  visits  paid  by  the  Health 
Visitors  during  the  year  : 

To  expectant  mothers  : 

First  visits...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  526 

To  infants  under  i year  : 

First  visits...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  357 

Subsequent  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,925 

To  children  aged  i to  5 years  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,573 


i8 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  is  the  local  supervising 
Authority  under  Part  VI  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  following  particulars  with  reference  to  the  Homes  in 
Bexhill  have  been  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  : 


Total  number  of  homes  registered  in  the  Borough  ii 

Number  of  applications  for  registration  during  1948  ...  - i 

Homes  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  i 

Orders  made  refusing  or  cancelling  registration  ...  ...  — 

Nursing  homes  closed  down  during  the  year  by  owners  . . : 3 
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SECTION  G 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 

Under  the  Bexhill  Corporation  Act,  1925,  the  control  of  the  water 
supply  is  vested  in  the  Bexhill  Corporation. 

(a)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  with  regard  to  quality  and  the  quantity,  but  restrictions 
on  the  use  of  water  for  garden  purposes  had  to  be  imposed. 

(b)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  and  subsequent 
treatment  at  the  various  pumping  stations  are  carried  out. 

During  1948  a sample  was  submitted  each  month  for  bacteriological 
and/or  chemical  examinations  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  consumers, 
and  in  all  cases  the  standard  was  that  required  of  a public  supply. 

(c)  The  water  of  the  Bexhih  Area  is  not  liable  to  plumbo- sol  vent 
action. 

(d)  There  are  within  the  Borough  6,131  dwellinghouses  and  1,347 
flats  supplied  direct  from  the  public  water  mains,  and  in  addition  there 
are  118  houses  covered  by  standpipe  supplies  and  399  metered  trade 
supplies. 

In  the  statutory  area  outside  the  Borough  there  are  649  dwelling- 
houses  directly  connected  with  the  public  mains,  and  in  addition  there 
are  138  metered  supplies. 

The  average  quantity  of  water  used  daily  during  1948  in  the 
statutory  area  was  1,133,000  gallons,  which  represents  an  increase  of 
27,000  gallons  per  day  as  compared  with  1947. 
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WATER  ANALYSIS 

Copy  of  Report  on  Sample  of  Water  taken  on  23rd  July,  1948 
High  Level 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 

Appearance  ...  ...  Bright,  with  a very  slight  flocculent  deposit 


of  iron  oxide. 

Colour  (Hazen) 

...  Nil 

Reaction  pH  ... 

...  7.4 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°  C. 

...  380 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

40 

Hardness — Carbonate  (Temporary) 

...  no 

Non  Carbonate  (Permanent) 

5 

Total 

•••  115 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Absent 

Free  Ammonia  ...  ... 

0.000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.000 

Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  Iron  0.25  (other  metals  absent! 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  ' 

...  Less  than  5 

Odour  ... 

...  Nil 

Free  Carbonic  Dioxide 

6 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°  C. 

•••  255 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  ... 

...  no 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  ... 

...  Absent 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27°  C. 

0.05 

Residual  Chlorine 

...  Absent 

Bacteriological 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  c.c. 

or  ml.  in  : 

I day  at  37°  C. 

I 

2 days  at  37°  C. 

I 

3 days  at  20°  C. 

2 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  ... 

Absent  from  100  ml. 

Bact.  Coli  ... 

Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  Wclchii  Reaction 

Absent  from  100  ml. 

Report 

'I'liis  samjde  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral 
in  reaction,  and  free  from  metals.  The  hardness  of  the  water  and  its 
content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  very  moderate, 
and  its  organic  fjuality  and  bacterial  purity  arc  of  the  highest  standard. 

'I  he  water  is  considered  })ure  and  wholesome  in  character,  and 
suitable  ff^r  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

During  the  year  the  construction  of  sewers  for  lOO  houses  on  the 
Xinhehl  Road  Estate  has  been  carried  out. 
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Various  blockages  of  the  sewerage  system  have  been  cleared  and 
general  lepairs  and  maintenance  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

3.  Rivers  and  Streams 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  with  regard  to  the  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

4.  Public  Cleansing 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  carried  out  by  the 
Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  has  proceeded  satisfactorily.  Weekly 
collections  have  been  maintained  during  the  year  and  the  usual  vehicle 
maintenance  difficulties  have  been  met  and  overcome. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  St.  Mary’s  Lane. 
This  site  will  shortly  be  approaching  completion  and  the  provision  of 
alternative  sites  is  being  investigated. 

5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

During  1948,  4,944  visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 
The  nature  of  the  inspections,  together  with  the  list  of  notices  served 
and  the  results  oi  such  notices,  are  included  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  which  appears  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

6.  Factories^  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

During  the  year  219  visits  were  paid  to  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces.  Twenty-three  notices  were  served,  and  during  the  year 
seventy-one  notices  were  complied  with. 

7.  Moveable  Dwellings 

The  department  has  exercised  considerable  activity  in  pursuance 
of  the  control  of  moveable  dwellings.  Thirty-five  visits  were  paid  to 
the  sites  of  such  dwellings. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Council  when 
issuing  licences  in  respect  of  such  dwellings  is  having  the  desired  effect 
of  keeping  the  amenities  of  the  district  on  a high  level.  During  the  course 
of  routine  visits  minor  improvements  have  been  suggested  by  the  depart- 
ment and  effected  by  the  owners  or  occupiers. 

Ten  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

8.  Smoke  Abatement 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  deal  with  any  case  of  the  emission 
ot  excessive  smoke  or  grit  in  the  area  during  the  year. 

9.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

During  the  season  supervision  of  the  general  sanitary  conditions, 
and  sampling  of  bath  water,  was  carried  out  at  the  Corporation  Swim- 
ming Bath  in  Egerton  Park.  In  all,  12  samples  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  analyses,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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10.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bu^s 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  prospective  tenants  to  be  rehoused  in 
Council  houses  and  requisitioned  property  were  inspected  prior  to 
rehousing.  198  premises  were  visited,  but  in  no  case  was  it  found  to 
be  necessary  to  carry  out  disinfestation. 

Six  complaints  regarding  bug  infestation  were  received  in  respect 
of  private  piemises,  and  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  depart- 
ment. 

11.  Offensive  Trades 

There  are  four  fish  frying  and  one  rag  and  bone  dealer  on  the 
Offensive  Trades  Register  for  Bexhih.  Supervision  of  these  premises 
has  been  carried  out  during  the  course  of  the  year,  routine  inspections 
of  the  fried  hsh  shops  have  shown  that  generally  the  hygienic  con- 
ditions at  such  premises  are  good. 

12.  Pig-Keeping 

Under  Defence  Regulations  62B,  pig-keeping  and  poultry-keeping 
is  exempt  from  the  provision  of  any  local  Act  or  Bye-law,  and  pig- 
keeping is  allowed  providing  the  animals  are  kept  in  such  a state  as  not 
to  give  rise  to  a nuisance. 

Minor  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year,  and  remedy 
has  been  forthcoming  following  interviews  with  the  pig-keepers.  It 
has  not  been  necessary  to  recourse  to  the  service  of  notices. 

During  the  year  ii  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  pigs  are  kept. 

13.  Shops  Acts 

Shops  Act,  1934 

Shop  Hours  Act. 

Employment  of  Young  Persons  Act. 

Forty-five  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  shops  in  i elation  to 
heating,  lighting,  ventilation  and  general  sanitation.  Five  notices  were 
served  in  this  connection,  of  which  four  had  been  complied  with  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Generally,  conditions  found  on  inspections  of  the  shops  may  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory. 

The  administration  of  the  Shop  Hours  Act  and  the  Employment 
of  Young  Persons  Act  is  also  carried  out  by  the  Department,  under 
which  1 17  ins])ections  weie  made.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve 
any  notices  under  these  Acts. 

Ihirther  j^rogress  had  been  made  during  the  year  in  dealing  with 
jjremises  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  above  mentioned  Acts,  but 
tliere  still  remains  much  leeway  to  be  made  up. 

14.  Disinfestation 

During  the  year  41  rooms  were  treated  for  eradication  of  vermin. 
'1  lie  number  of  Council  houses  treated  for  beetle  infestation  during  the 
year  was  3. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 

— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health' '‘(iflcluding  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 
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Electrical  Stations  [Section  103(1)],  Institutions.  (Section  104  and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of 
Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
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OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 
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Notices 

served 

(7) 

NIL 

No.  of 
instances  ; 
of  work  in 
unwholsome 
premises  i 

(6) 

, 

NIL 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

(5) 

NIL 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

(4) 

NIL 

’ 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect, 
no  (i)  (c) 
(3) 

O (U  X •— 


OUTW  ORK — continued 
(Sections  110  and  111) 
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Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  etc. 
Textile  weaving  . . 

Lampshades 


27 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

General  details  with  regard  to  inspection  of  dv/elling  houses  are 
submitted  in  the  following  tabular  form  : — 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

Traditional  Type  Brick  Houses  ...  ...  88 

Permanent  Prefabricated  Houses  ...  Nil 

Temporary  Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  478 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  ...  523 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925,  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. . . ...  3 

(in)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

(iv)  ‘ Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  ot  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  alter  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nd 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  ; — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

OT  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding 

During  the  year  23  complaints  with  regard  to  overcrowding  were 
investigated  by  the  Department.  Two  cases  were  referred  to  the 
Housing  Department  for  attention,  the  remainder  were  not  overcrowded 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


Reconditioning  of  Houses 

1 16  houses  were  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action, 
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Housing  Programme 

The  undermentioned  table,  supplied  by  the  Corporation  Housing 
Department,  sets  out  details  with  regard  to  applications  for  housing 
accommodation  and  the  number  rehoused  at  31st  December,  1948. 

1.  Application 

(a)  Total  number  of  applications  on  Housing  Register 

as  at  31st  December,  1948  ...  ...  ...  707 

(b)  Seventy-three  per  cent,  of  the  above  are  from  ex- 

Service  men. 

(c)  Applications  from  non-residents  ...  ...  ...  122 

(d)  Applicants  working  in  Bexhill,  but  living  out  of 

the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

2.  Re-housed 

(a)  Total  number  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Com- 

mittee since  June,  1945  ...  ...  ...  420 

(b)  Of  the  above,  80  per  cent,  have  been  ex-Servicemen. 

3.  The  Building  Programme  for  1949  is  as  follows  : 

(a)  40  Traditional  Type  Brick  Houses. 

(b)  36  Flats 

4.  (a)  Temporary  Bungalows 

Eighty  of  these  bungalows  of  the  Uni-Seco  type  were  completed 
by  the  first  week  in  February,  1948. 

(b)  Permanent  Prefabricated  Houses — Ingrams  Farm 

The  50  “ Orlit  ’’  houses  covered  by  this  scheme  have  been 
completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

(c)  Traditional  Type  Brick  Houses 

Twenty-eight  houses  on  Watermill  Lane  Estate,  and  60  houses  on 
Ingram’s  Farm  Estate  have  been  handed  over  for  occupation  during  the 
year  and  20  houses  on  Grange  Court  Drive  Estate  have  been  com- 
menced. In  addition,  considerable  preliminary  work  has  been  carried 
out  relating  :o  the  erection  of  100  houses,  flats  and  maisonettes  on  the 
Ninfield  Road  Estate 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
(a)  Milk  Supply 

A total  of  143  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  cow- 
sheds, dairies  and  milk  shops  during  1948. 

Registrations 

The  accompanying  table  gives  the  total  number  of  persons  and 
premises  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1926-1943, 
at  the  conclusion  of  1948,  and  particulars  of  the  licences  that  were 
granted  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (vSpecial  Designations)  Regulations, 


1936-1948 

Cowkeepers  and  Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ii 
Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Premises  as  Cowsheds  or  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  34 

Designated  Milks 

Producer’s  and  Bottler’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as 
Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Producer’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as  Accredited  ...  3 

Bottler’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  3 
Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  4 

Pasteuriser’s  Licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  sell  Milk  as  Pasteurised  ...  ...  5 


Milk  Sampling 

Two  hundred  and  forty-seven  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for 
examination,  and  Table  9 summarises  the  results.  In  addition  the 
results  of  131  samples  of  milk  were  supplied  by  the  County  Health 
Inspector. 

Xon-Graded  and  Accredited  Milk 

Three  samples  of  Non-Graded  milk  were  obtained  during  the  year, 
all  of  which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Pasteurised  Milk 

There  are  four  suppliers  of  this  grade  of  milk  retailing  within  the 
I>orough  of  P^exhill.  Two  supplies  are  pasteurised  at  plants  outside  the 
area. 


Samjjles  obtained  from  out.side  supplies  were  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. Difficulty  was  again  experienced  with  the  milk  pasteurised 
locc'illy.  4 he  officers  of  the  Department  spent  considerable  time  in  an 
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effort  to  bring  this  milk  up  to  the  required  standard. 

A total  of  129  samples  were  taken,  including  milk  supplied  to 
school  children.  Of  the  total  number  of  samples  taken  92  were  found  to 
be  unsatisfactory. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  refer  the  whole  question  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  and  Officers  from  that  Department  conducted  an  inquiry  into 
the  whole  position.  It  was  subsequently  found  that  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  all  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  supplied  from  this 
source  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Heat-Treated  Milk 

A considerable  quantity  of  this  milk  came  into  the  town  from 
outside  sources  during  the  course  of  the  year,  particularly  during  the 
holiday  season. 

Nineteen  samples  were  taken,  of  which  seven  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  One  sample  of  Heat-Treated  Milk  produced  within  the 
Borough  was  found  to  be  satisfactory,  the  plant  from  which  this  sample 
was  obtained  was  subsequently  licensed  as  a pasteurising  plant. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

Pasteurising  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  is  carried  out  at  one  dairy 
within  the  Borough.  Objection  was  raised  by  the  Department  to  this 
practise  on  the  grounds  that  the  milk  could  not  at  all  times  be  kept 
separate  from  other  milk. 

The  matter  was  subsequently  a subject  of  an  appeal  to  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  and  an  inquiry  was  held.  The  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
was  that  the  Pasteurising  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  should  not  be 
carried  out  at  these  premises. 
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TABLE  10 


SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  WITH  REGARD  TO  MEAT 
AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Meat 

Beef 

Stewed  Steak 
Pressed  Mutton  . . 
Bacon  and  Ham 
Corned  Beef 
Ocean  Steak 
Minced  Beef  Loaf 


Total 

Weight 

lbs.  ozs.  lbs.  ozs 

762  12 
40 
80 
67  7 

178  o 
10 
5 8 

1,026  15 


Fish 

Fresh  Fish  . . . . . . . . 1,858  4 

Tinned  Fish  . . . . . . . . 165  2f 

2,032  6| 


Poultry 

Chickens  . . . . . . . . . . 79  4 

Ducks  . . . . . . . . . . 84  o 

163  4 


Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . 22  i 

Semolina  . . . . . . . . . . 33  o 

Dried  Peas  . . . . . . . . 20 

Rolled  Oats  . . . . . . . . 20 

Prunes  . . . . . . . . . . 70  o 

Darvita  Crispbread  . . . . . . 20 

Oatmeal  . . . . . . . . . . 90 

Sugar  . . . . . . . . . . 16  o 

Treacle  Pudding  . . . . . . io| 

Mincemeat  . . . . . . . . 10 

Olives  . . ‘ 5i 

Sago  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Pearl  Barley  . . . . . . . . 30 

Floui  . . . . . . . . . . 38  o 

Figs  . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Scone  Mixture  . . . . . . . . 18  o 

Whale  Sausage  ’ . . . . . . . . 48  o 

Butter 52  12 

Marzipan  . . . . . . • • 7 o 

Luncheon  Gelatine  . . . . . . 17  o 

Pork  Pies.  . . . . . . . . . 47  2 

Meat  Pies  . . . . . . . • 71  8 

Margarine  . . . . . . . . 12 

Tapioca  . . . . . . . . . . 10 
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Ice  Cream  Powder 

14  0 

Sausage  Meat 

8 4 

Miscellaneous 

59  15 

549  2 

Sweets 

76 

Bottled  Fruit 

40 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Goods  . . 

. . 2,752  8f 

— 

2,763  i4f 

Total  Weight 

6,526  loj 

Disposal 

Animal  Feeding  Stuffs  . . 

5,449  I3i 

Returned  to  Hastings  Depot  . . 

937  8 

Returned  to  Vendor 

139  5 

6,526  loj 


TABLE  11 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


1 

1 

i 

1 

('attie 

excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lam.bs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 









6 

Number  ins])ecte(l 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

6 

All  diseases  exce})t  'I'.H.  Wlude 
carcases  condemned  . . 

(Carcases  of  which  some  ])art  or 
f;rgan  was  cfjndemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  in 
sjrecterl  affected  with  disease 
f;ther  than  T. B. 

'fubercuh^sis  rmly  : whole  car- 
cases crmdemned 



Carcases  of  which  sr^me  part  or 
organ  was  condemnerl 



Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  'I'.B.  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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TABLE  12 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Adulteration 

The  East  Sussex  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  admini- 
stration of  this  sub-section,  and  the  following  information  has  been 
received  from  that  Authority  : — 


Number  of 

Samples  taken 

Number  Genuine 

Number 

Adulterated 

Article 

Formal 

InformalFormal 

Informal 

Formal 

Informal 

Cake  Mixture 

_ 

I 

_ 

I 

_ 



Chutney- 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Essence  of  Orange  . . 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Flour,  Bun  . . 



I 



I 



— 

Flour,  Cake  . . 



I 



I 





Flour,  Pudding 

— . 

I 

— 

I 

— . 

— 

Flavour,  Ginger 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Golden  Raising  Pdr. 

. — . 

I 

— 

I 

• — 

— 

Horseradish  . . 



2 



2 



— 

Jelly 

— 

I 



I 

— . 

— 

Milk 



20 



20 





Parsley 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Paste,  Meat  . . 



2 



2 





Paste,  Fish  . . 



7 

- 

7 





Powder,  Gravy 

— 

I 

_ 

I 

— . 

— 

Sausage  Meat 

— 

I 

. — . 

I 

— . 

— 

Special  Vinegar 

— . 

I 

— . 

I 

— . 

— 

Stuffing,  Sage  & Onion 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— • 

Tomato  Juice  Cocktail 



I 



I 



— 

Whisky 

— • 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

Remarks 


The  adulterated  sample  of  quinine  mentioned  in  the  last  Report 
was  followed  up  in  another  area  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

Sulphur  dioxide  was  declared  to  be  present  in  the  sample  of  ginger 
flavour,  but  none  was  found  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

Extract  from  1947  Annual  Report  ; 

“ The  adulterated  sample  of  quinine  will  be  followed  up  when 
the  shopkeeper  obtains  his  next  consignment,  he  having  sold  out 
at  the  time  a Formal  sample  was  demanded.” 
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Ice  Cream 

Ninety-one  samples  were  submitted  for  examination,  with  the 
following  results  : Grade  i,  20  ; Grade  2,  19  ; Grade  3,  32  ; Grade  4, 
14  ; Non-Graded,  6. 

It  will  be  seen  that  only  21.9  per  cent,  of  the  samples  satisfied 
Grade  i standard  and  that  15.3  per  cent,  were  placed  in  Grade  4.  It 
is  generally  accepted  that  ice  cream  samples  should  be  taken  over  a 
period  of  time  before  assessing  the  hygienic  quality  of  a given  product, 
and  that  such  samples  should  be  judged  on  the  number  which  satisfy 
the  requirements  of  Grades  i and  2. 

It  was  found  that  approximately  42.8  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
taken  came  within  these  two  grades. 

The  results  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  On  summing  up,  and 
following  widespread  investigation  into  particular  instances  of  unsatis- 
factory samples,  the  conclusions  arrived  at  were  as  follows  : — ■ 

(1)  That  there  is  still  room  for  much  improvement  in  the  methods  of 

handling  in  the  retail  side  of  the  distribution  of  ice  cream. 
Particularly  is  this  so  in  regard  to  sterilisation  of  equipment 
and  utensils. 

(2)  That  the  smaller  manufacturer  and  retailer  must  take  greater 

care  in  the  methods  employed. 

(3)  During  peak  periods  of  demand  some  manufacturers  are  inclined 

to  be  somewhat  lax  in  regard  to  the  carrying  out  of  sterilisation 
of  plant  and  equipment. 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received  during  1948  was  333 
as  compared  with  467  in  1947. 

Although  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  Whooping 
Cough  notifications,  170  as  compared  with  103  in  1947,  there  was  a 
considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  Measles  cases  notified,  138  cases 
as  compared  with  319  last  year. 

There  were  four  cases  of  suspected  Poliomyelitis  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  during  the  year  for  observation,  none  of  which  were 
confirmed. 


TABLE  13 


Disease 

Notifications 

received 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Deaths  including 
Inward  Transfers 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

16 

14 



Whooping  Cough 

170 

5 

I 

Measles 

138 

4 

— 

Diphtheria 

2* 

— 

Pneumonia 

6 

I 

10 

Dysentery 

Ac.  Enc. 

— 

— 

— 

Lethargica  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

I 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cere  bro- Spinal 

I 

— 

— 

Fever 

I 

I 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

— 

4* 

— 

Totals 

333 

31 

II 

* Admitted  for  observation.  All  cases  not  confirmed. 


Vaccination 

Up  to  and  including  4th  July,  142  certificates  and  copies  of  cer- 
tificates of  successful  primary  vaccination  of  children  under  14  years 
of  age  were  received  by  the  Vaccination  Ofhcer. 

Four  sessions  for  Vaccination  were  held  between  5th  July  and  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  following  Table  gives  particulars  of  the  number  of 
persons  vaccinated  and  re-vaccinated  either  by  their  own  doctor  or  at 
the  Clinic, 
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TABLE  14 


NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  VACCINATED  (or  re-vaccmated)DURING 
PERIOD  5th  JULY,  1948,  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1948 


Age  at  31st  December,  1948 

Under  i 

I to  4 

5 to  14 

1 5 or  over 

Total 

Number  Vaccinated 

58 

12 

5 

6 

81 

Number  Re-Vaccinated  . . 

— 

8 

16 

53 

77 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  SPECIALLY  REPORTED  DURING  PERIOD  (age 

groups  as  above) 


(a)  Generalised  V’"accinia  . . 

(b)  Post-vaccinal  Encephalo- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

myelitis  . . 

(c)  Death  from  complications  of 
vaccination  other  than  (a)  and 

(b)  

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Twenty-one  sessions  for  Innoculation  were  held  during  the  year, 
and  particulars  of  the  number  dealt  with  are  shown  in  the  following- 
table. 


TABLE  15 


Number  of  children  who  completed  the  full 
course  during  the  year 

Number  of  children  who  received  a Reinforcing 
dose 

Percentage  of  the  child  population  fully  immu- 
nised at  31st  December,  1947 


Under 

Over 

5 years 

5 years 

354 

77 

I 

120 

56.9 

59-2 

Cancer 

The  number  of  deaths  certified  as  being  due  to  Cancer  was  61,  23 
males  and  38  females,  as  compared  with  a total  of  62,  25  males  and 
37  females  in  1947. 

Tuberculosis 

During  1948,  formal  notifications  under  the  Regulations  were 
received  in  respect  of  15  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  4 cases  of 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
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In  addition  15  cases  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
from  the  following  sources  : — 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Death  Returns  of  cases  not  previously 

notified 

I 

I 

Transfers  from  other  areas 

TI 

I 

Cases  restored  to  Register 

I 

— 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  within  the  Borough  come  under  the 
control  of  the  East  Sussex  County  Council.  Examinations  are  under- 
taken at  the  Dispensary,  London  Road,  Bexhill. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  coming  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department,  by  primary  notihcation  during  the  year, 
together  with  the  total  number  of  deaths  classified  into  age  groups  : — 


TABLE  16 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

1 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male  j 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  5 

5—15 

15—25 

1 

2 

I 

4 

— 

I 

I 

— 

I 

I 

I 

— 

25—35 

3 

— 

• — 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

35—45 

45—55 

I 

I 

I 

z 

2 

I 

— 

— 

55—65 

Over  65 

— 

I 

3 

2 

= 

Totals 

1 9 

6 

I 

' 3 

7 

5 

I 

1 

1 . I 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
1947  was  as  follows  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

43 

30 

73 

Non-Pulmonary 

.5 

6 

II 

48 

36 

84 

Scabies 

The  treatment  of  Scabies  continued  during  the  year,  up  to  the  end 
of  which  the  number  of  cases  treated  was  as  follows  : — 

Adults  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

School  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Children  under  5 years  ...  ...  i 
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Report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948- 

The  Department  has  made  every  endeavour  to  cover  all  phases  of 
Sanitary  Administration,  but  the  anticipated  progress  has  not  been 
made.  For  a major  part  of  the  year  the  staff  were  engaged  on  dealing 
with  the  unsatisfactory  position  which  had  arisen  in  regard  to  the  milk 
supply  within  the  Borough.  We  can,  however,  be  well  satisfied  with 
the  progress  made  in  this  sphere  of  Public  Health. 

Supervision  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  also  made 
great  demands  on  the  time  and  energies  of  the  staff.  In  this  aspect  of 
the  work  some  improvement  resulted  as  is  indicated  by  the  results  of 
samples  obtained.  It  is,  however,  evident  that  activities  will  have  to 
be  pressed  still  more  before  the  desired  objective  is  reached.  The 
installation  of  up-to-date  and  modern  machinery  in  an  ice  cream 
factory  does  not  necessarily  guarantee  that  a 100  per  cent,  hygienically 
clean  product  will  result.  The  deciding  factor  lies  with  the  operator  who 
if  he  or  she  adopts  a disinterested  attitude,  can  sabotage  all  the  bene- 
fits accruing  from  a modern  plant.  Similarly  does  this  apply  on  the 
retail  side  of  the  ice  cream  business,  probably  more  so. 

I need  hardly  stress  that  it  is  the  duty  of  both  employers  and 
employed  to  see  that  even  the  smallest  details  of  hygiene  and  cleanli- 
ness are  observed.  Ice  cream  is  becoming  more  and  more  a food  in  this 
country. 

During  the  year  762  lbs.  12  ozs.  of  butcher’s  meat  was  examined  at 
shops  in  the  Borough.  Of  this,  536  lbs.  12  ozs.  was  found  to  be  affected 
by  “ Bone  Taint,”  commonly  referred  to  as  “ Heated  Meat.”  This 
condition  can,  in  my  opinion,  only  result  from  one  cause — the  unsatis- 
factory handling  and  conditioning  of  meat  following  slaughter. 

It  does  seem  strange  that  after  almost  ten  years  of  centralised 
slaughtering,  storage  or  hanging  facilities  are  such  as  will  result  in 
valuable  food  being  wasted  in  this  way.  The  practise  of  returning 
unsounfl  meat  to  the  Allocation  Centre  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  the 
correct  methofl  of  dealing  with  such  meat.  I look  forward  to  the  time 
when  each  Local  Authority  will  again  be  responsible  for  supervising 
the  ultimate  dis})osal. 

In  common  with  most  other  Local  Authorities  throughout  the 
country  considerable  work  has  been  done  in  regard  to  the  clean  handling 
of  loorlstuffs. 
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TABLE  17 

Houses  inspected,  P.H. A.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  380 

Visits  re  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  515 

Houses  inspected,  H. A.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Visits  re  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 92 

Water  Samples  procured  : 

(a)  Well  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

(b)  Main  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(c)  Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Smoke  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Rag  and  bone  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Poultry  keeping  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Factories,  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Factories,  no  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Workplaces,  general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Shops  Acts,  1934 ...  ...  ...  45 

Shop  Hours  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Theatres,  cinemas,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Drainage,  general  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  604 

Drainage  testing  by  : 

(a)  Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

(b)  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(c)  Colour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(d)  Breaking  Down  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  sanitary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Ashes  receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  350 

Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  244 

Fishmongers,  poulterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Greengrocers,  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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Cowsheds 

Dairies  and  milkshops 
Ice  cream  premises 
Ice  cream  samples 
Milk  samples 
Food  preparing  premises 
Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Cafes  

Other  food  visits  ... 
Grocers 

I.D.  and  disinfection 
Disinfestation,  general 
Disinfestation,  bugs  etc. 


17 

126 

134 

92 

247 

II 

I 

64 

170 

68 

149 

126 

67 


4.944 


COMPLAINTS 


1938 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


197 

448 

1,240 

1,239 

633 


TABLE  18 


Condition  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  34 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  . . ...  23 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ..  ...  7 

Drains  and  sanitary  fittings  ...  ...  64 

Verminous  premises  ...  . . ...  14 

Keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc  ...  ...  9 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Milk  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  17 

h'ood  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Absence  of  sanitary  dustbin  ...  ...  ii 

Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


633 
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SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NOTICES 


TABLE  19 

Statutory  Notices  served  during  1948 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  during  1948 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1948  ... 

Informal  Notices  served  during  1948 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  1948 

Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  31st  December,  1948  .. 


16 

10 

6 

312 

245 

67 


HODSE  INSPECTION  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 

Attention  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  work  of  an  urgent  nature.  In 
this  connection  99  visits  were  paid  and  a total  of  116  houses  were 
rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  or  to  carry 
out  work  in  default  by  the  owner. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sanitary  improvements  effected 
during  the  year. 
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TABLE  20 

Defective  drains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Choked  drains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Manholes  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Choked  gullies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 

Choked  street  gullies  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • \ 5 

Installation  of  septic  tanks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Defective  waste  pipes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Defective  soil  pipes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Defective  or  overflowing  cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Defective  w.c.  pans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Defective  urinals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Absence  of  flushing  cisterns  to  water  closets  . . . . . . 2 

Lavatory  basins  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 

New  baths  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Insanitary  and  defective  sinks  replaced  . . . . . . . . 9 

Defective  yard  paving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Defective  yard  division  walls  . . . . . . . . . . i 

Defective  roofs  . . . . . . . . ....  . . 71 

Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks  . . . . . . . . ii 

Defective  eaves,  gutters  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Defective  downspouts  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Defective  pointing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Defective  window  sash  frames  and  cords  . . . . . . . . 43 

Defective  floors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

Defective  plaster  of  walls  and  ceilings  . . . . . . . . 112 

Defective  internal  walls  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Defective  external  walls  . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Wahs  requiring  cleansing  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Defective  ceilings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Defective  fireplaces  and  grates  . . . . . . . . . . 41 

Defective  washboilers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Defective  doors,  cupboards,  etc.  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Defective  water  pipes  and  fittings  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Defective  chimney  flues  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Insufficient  ventilation  of  rooms  . . . . . . . . . . i 

Absence  of  ventilated  food  store  . . . . . . . . . . i 

Insufficient  water  supply  . . . . . . , . . . . . 2 

f/alvanised  dustbins  ])rovided  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Accumulation  of  manure  and  refuse  . . . . . . 8 ^ 

Keeping  of  animals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

hiltliy  condition  of  j)remises  . . . . . . . . . . . • 2 

Vei  min  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Ditches  requiring  cleansing  . . . . . . . . . . . . i 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

711 


ARTICLES  DISINFECTED  OR  DESTROYED,  1948 
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Beds 
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Mattresses  . . 
Eiderdowns 
Bolsters 

Pillows 

Sheets 

Blankets 

Miscellaneous 

Totals 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  . . 
Tuberculosis 
Cancer 
Erysipelas  . . 
Meningitis  . . 
Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Vermin 

Miscellaneous 

Totals 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

During  the  year  222  visits  were  paid  to  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces,  23  notices  were  served.  71  notices  had  been  complied 
with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  items  contained  in  the  notices 
complied  with. 


Dirty  floors  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  . . . . . . . . 30 

Defective  water  closet  seats  . . . . . . 6 

Absence  of  proper  lighting  facilities  to  w.c.  . . 3 

Absence  of  intervening  ventilated  spaces  . . 6 

Defective  w.c.  basins  . . . . . . . . 3 

Dirty  condition  of  water  closet  compartments  i 
Walls  requiring  cleansing,  limewashing,  etc.  . . i 

Defective  and/or  dirty  w.c.  pans  . . . . 5 

Dirty  lavatory  basins  . . . . . . . . 2 

Water  closets  not  indicated  by  suitable  notices  6 
Defective  flushing  cisterns  . . . . . . 2 

Defective  windows  . . . . . . . . i 

Absence  of  chemical  container  to  w.c.  . . . . i 

Absence  of  suitable  means  of  heating  . . . . i 

Absence  of  thermometers  . . . . . . 2 

Absence  of  suitable  washing  facilities  . . . . i 

Absence  of  supply  of  suitable  drinking  water  . . i 

Provision  of  suitable  ventilation  to  workroom  . . i 

Absence  of  abstract  of  Factories  Act,  1937  . . 2 

Absence  of  notice  re  number  of  persons  allowed 
in  workroom  . . . . . . . . . . 3 


DISINFECTION  AND  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

The  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  was  149. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Dwellinghouses  and  Business  Premises 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  . . . . 146 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  . . . . . . 1,309 

Sewers 

Annual  test  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out.  80  manholes  were 
baited,  being  approximately  10  per  cent,  of  those  in  the  area,  viz.  800. 

The  results  showed  that  the  sewers  were  not  infested  with  rats,  as 
in  no  instance  was  a bait  taken. 
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CONCLUSION 

Conditions  in  regard  to  the  aspects  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  work 
are  now  more  settled,  and  I am  able  to  assess  the  general  position  in 
regard  to  the  demands  upon  the  staff. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  activities  of  the  Department  have 
increased  and  that  some  leeway  has  been  made  up.  I am  convinced, 
however,  that  in  order  to  attain  the  top  standard  of  efficiency  in  the 
Department  and  to  ensure  that  complete  supervision  of  sanitary  and 
environmental  conditions  in  the  Borough,  the  inspectoral  staff  must 
be  increased. 

There  has  again  been  excellent  team  work  and  co-operation  within 
the  Department,  and  I wish  to  place  on  record  my  sincere  thanks  to 
Dr.  Toleman  for  his  support,  to  my  colleagues  for  their  help  so  willingly 
given,  and  to  my  fellow  officials  in  all  departments  for  their  ready  co- 
operation at  all  times. 

I desire  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation  and  support. 

W.  H.  BALL, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Atigust,  1949. 


